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Technology Tools  
 

Tools Strategies for literacy Price & Ordering Info 

BIGmack® 

Communicator 

The LITTLEmack 

Communicator 

Devices that record a single message:  

 Joining in with the repeated line of 

a familiar story 

 Teacher records directions for 

activities in a center 

 Students can verbally respond to 

comprehension questions 

 Students can say a characters dialog 

line from a book or play they are 

reading 

 Student’s can ask other student’s 

simple WH questions about the 

story read 

$104 Bigmack 

$104 LITTLEmack 

 

www.ablenetinc.com  

Partner One $95 Partner/One 

www.mayer-johnson.com  

Talking Symbol Notepad 

*only 10 seconds of record time 

Comes in 3 pack $49 if you buy 

1 to 4 packs 

 

www.ablenetinc.com  

Partner Two 

Partner Four 

 

 

Multi-message devices: 

 Student retells a story in sequence 

by pressing each target 

 Guessing the sequence of the story 

 Teacher leaves step by step 

directions 

 Record environmental sounds and 

have students guess the sound 

 Teacher or student records the 

sound different letters make 

 Initial consonant sounds can be 

programmed to be added to same 

word endings such as:(b, c, m) for 

the word __at 

 Students can answer multiple choice 

questions for reading 

comprehension by placing A,B, C, 

D, on the device   

 Students can choose which book 

they want to read 

 Introduce new vocabulary words-

students push picture target to 

practice hearing new words 

 

$125 Partner/Two 

$198 Partner/Four 

www.mayer-johnson.com  

iTalk2 $125   iTalk2 

www.mayer-johnson.com  

 

Go talk 4 

Go Talk 9 

Go Talk 20 

 

$159 Go Talk 4 

$199 Go Talk 9 

$249 Go Talk 20 

 

www.mayer-johnson.com  

Communication Devices  

that Grow 

7 Level 

Communicator 

 

Communication 

Builder 

 

 This devices work like the multi 

message devices but the grids can 

be changed to increase the number 

of targets as the students skills 

improve 

$299.95 7 Level Communicator 

 

 

$209.95 Communication Builder 

www.enablingdevices.com 

 

http://www.ablenetinc.com/
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/
http://www.ablenetinc.com/
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/
http://www.mayer-johnson.com/
http://www.enablingdevices.com/
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Bookworm  
Literacy 

Tool 

Select a book, clip it onto the 

BookWorm, attach page detectors and 

record each sentence or page to be read: 

 Students can listen to the same story 

as their peers and access it by 

pointing to a target to hear a page 

read or by activating a switch to 

hear the book in sequence  

 Students can participate in the same 

oral reading activities with peers 

 Students who need to study a story 

or who need repetition can repeat 

the story on their own time 

 Text can be recorded in 2 languages 

for ESL students 

 Phonemic awareness activities can 

be recorded with letter sounds and 

words 

 

 

$239 Bookworm 

 

 

www.mayer-johnston.com  

ComBoard 

 

 

 

All Turn-It Spinner 

Board that houses a motor-driven 

pointer. The pointer is rotated until it 

reaches the desired picture symbol on 

the board by pressing a switch: 

 Word recognition-Place a variety of 

vocabulary words and have students 

stop the switch on the word that is 

called. 

 Academic games for reading can be 

devised with the student spinning 

and a letter is chosen. Then words 

with that initial sound must be 

given. 

 Match synonyms and antonyms 

 Match prefixes or suffixes to the 

word or picture 

 Match the word to picture 

$250 ComBoard 

 

 

 

$95 All Turn-It Spinner 

 

www.ablenetinc.com  

Powerlink 3  Make most electric appliances 

switch accessible 

 Allow students to independently 

access a tape recorder 

$182 PowerLink 3 

www.mayerjohnson.com  

Reading Pen   handheld scanning device  

 scan printed words 

 hear the text and definitions  

 see their definitions on the 

product's LCD screen. 

 Helps students with dyslexia or 

students learning to speak English 

$279 Reading Pen 

 

http://www.quick-

pen.com/reading-pen.shtml  

http://www.mayer-johnston.com/
http://www.ablenetinc.com/
http://www.mayerjohnson.com/
http://www.quick-pen.com/reading-pen.shtml
http://www.quick-pen.com/reading-pen.shtml
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Tape Recorder 

 

 

 

 

 

Boom Box 

Switch adapted tape recorder for 

students with phyiscal limitations 

Adaptive and regular tape players can 

be used by students: 

 Strong readers can read and record 

their reading for other students to 

listen to in a listening center. This is 

a good idea for Priming (a weak 

reader can listen to the story a week 

before it is introduced to the whole 

group) 

 Those who need assistance with 

reading fluency can listen over and 

over to books read, to try and 

increase their timed readings 

 Students who have difficulty with 

paper pencil task can record their 

answers 

 Multi Channel Recorder can be used 

for students to record multiple 

choice answers when they have 

handwriting is impossible 

$15 -$30 Tape Recorder 

 

 

 

 

 

$94.95 Boom Box 

www.enablingdevices.com  

Whisper Phone   Hear Phonemes more easily 

 Read aloud books or poems 

 Accelerate development in speech 

training 

 Sound it out during vocabulary / 

spelling practice 

 Proofread written work  

 

Build your own 

Or 

$9.99 Commercial WP 

http://www.twinsisters.com/ 

 

Stop Watch or 

Timers 

 Students try to beat the clock to 

increase fluency 

$5-$15 Timer 

www.timetimer.com  

Magic Touch   

Window 

 

 Turn the computer screen into a 

touch screen through the USB port 

for direct access for student who 

have difficulty with the mouse 

$189 -$248 Magic Touch 

Window 

www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

 

Mouse Alternatives 

BigTrack 

SAM Track ball  

 Assist students who have difficulty 

using a standard mouse. These both 

have a switch access port 

$79 or $99 for switch access 

www.infogrip.com  

$225 has switch access 

www.enablingdevices.com  

 

Switch Interface 

Switch Hopper 

Intelliswitch 

 Allows a switch user to work the 

computer with software that is 

switch accessible. 

 Intelliswitch is a wireless interface 

 

$109.95 

www.enablingdevices.com  

 

$299 

www.intellitools.com 

 

http://www.enablingdevices.com/
http://www.twinsisters.com/
http://www.timetimer.com/
http://www.exceptionalcomputing.com/
http://www.infogrip.com/
http://www.enablingdevices.com/
http://www.enablingdevices.com/
http://www.intellitools.com/
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Switches  There is a large variety of switches 

that can be used for students with 

physical disabilities who need an 

alternate input for the computer. 

These must be used in conjunction 

with a switch interface 

Prices start at $40 Switches 

www.exceptionalcomputing.com 

 

Alternative Keyboards 

1. Big Keys 

 

2. Intellikeys 

 

3. MiniKeyboard  

 

 Enables users with physical, visual, 

or cognitive disabilities to easily 

type, enter numbers, navigate on-

screen displays, and execute menu 

commands. 

 The mini keyboard helps students 

with limited range of motion such 

as those with Muscular Dystrophy. 

The large keyboard works well with 

students with cerebral palsy 

$167 Big Keys 

www.bigkeys.com  

 

$375 Intellikeys 

www.intellitools.com 

 

 

 

 

$775 MiniKeyboard 

www.tashinc.com  

AlphaSmart 

Neo 

Dana 

Enter and edit text, then send it to any 

computer for formatting or directly to a 

printer:  

 Its portability allows students to 

type anywhere and anytime. Keeps 

documents legible 

$200 AlphaSmart 

$229  Neo 

$399  Dana 

 

www.alphasmart.com  

Franklin Talking 

Dictionary and 

Spell Corrector 

 Includes over 40,000 easy-to-

understand definitions 

 Automatic phonetic spell correction 

 Animated handwriting guide 

 Rhyme finder 

 Five word-building games 

 User created vocabulary word list  

$55.95 Talking Dictionary 

 

www.franklin.com 

Leap Pad by 

Leap Frog  

 Phonetically sounds out words 

 Plays guided games and fun 

activities 

 Allows children to read and interact 

at their own pace 

 Has environmental sounds 

 User created vocabulary word list 

$59.99 Leap Pad 

www.leapfrog.com  

Leap Mat by 

Leap Frog 

 Teach letter-name recognition, 

 Letter-sound association 

 Practice spelling three-letter words. 

 Distinguish initial, medial and final 

sounds 

 Recognize letters in sequence 

$120 Leap Mat 

www.leapfrog.com  

 

 

Color 

Tranparencies 

 

 Colored filters may help a student 

with perceptually based reading 

problems overcome print or 

background distortion.  

  

$25 Filters 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

http://www.exceptionalcomputing.com/
http://www.bigkeys.com/
http://www.intellitools.com/
http://www.tashinc.com/
http://www.alphasmart.com/
http://www.franklin.com/
http://www.leapfrog.com/
http://www.leapfrog.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
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Grip Ruler  An adapted ruler will help a student 

with poor hand or finger dexterity 

grasp and manipulate a ruler  

 Helps student to track as they read 

$1.00 Ruler 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Reading Guide  Helps students to track as the read 

while providing the advantages of 

colors 

$2.00 Guides 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Highlighter tape 

 

3 Point Erasable 

Highlighter 

 

*Highlighting is a skill that MUST be 

taught first. Give students a limited 

amount of tape or limit how much 

maybe highlighted on a page. 

 Highlight in text books that can not 

be marked in 

 Highlight main idea in paragraph or 

page 

 Highlight unknown words to be 

defined later 

 Identify vocabulary words 

 Color code parts of sentence 

 Color code question and then later 

match the answer with the same 

color 

$2.00 a roll 

$2.75 a pen 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Post It Notes   Simplify note taking by 

summarizing information on a page  

 Pre writing activity for 

brainstorming 

 Categorize 

 Prioritize assignments 

$1.00 to $12.00 for a set 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Page Tabs 

Flags 

 Mark division in book 

 Questions to study 

 Mark important information 

 Mark where student left off 

 Color code to categorize 

information 

$3.50 tabs 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Pencil Grips  Encourage proper hand-pencil 

positioning during writing.  

 Provides greater comfort, legibility, 

speed, and reduces hand fatigue.  

 

$.50-$10 Grips 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Paper- Raised 

Lined  

 Provides a student with visual or 

tactile guidelines for writing 

 

$8.50 Raised Line Paper 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Also available at Walmart 

 Paper -

Grid 

 Allows students to line up numbers 

in columns 

 Provides a visual area for coloring, 

graphing and writing 

 

$ 15 CD 

www.onionmountaintech.com 

Avaible at local stores and the 

web 

 

 

 

http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
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Talking 

Calculators  

 Allows students who have difficulty 

remembering facts to input numbers 

 Talking calculators give students 

the auditory support while they 

input data and  calculate their 

answers 

 $20.95 Talking Calculator 

www.onionmountaintech.com 

Page Up / Reading 

Stand 

 Holds paper in a vertical position to 

help reduce glare 

 Works best for reading or copying 

 Place a list of commonly misspelled 

words for easy access 

 Use a group of page ups to hold 

letters so students can spell words 

or use words to create sentences 

 Place prompt questions to remind 

students as to what information they 

are reading 

$6.95 Page up 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

Portabook  Up to 1/3 of people find that 

changing the orientation makes 

reading or copying easier. You can 

also use different size 3 ring binders 

to change the angle of materials  

 Provides a students with the ability 

to read and or copy from a different 

orientation 

 Store color filters or study guides 

inside 

$19.95 Portabook 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

 

*Try different size binders to 

create a slant surface 

Reading/Writing 

Guides   

 The guides can help students keep 

their place while they are reading  

 Helps student write within the lines 

$4.50 page 

$1.50 signature guide 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

PageMark Dictionary  A dictionary thin enough to be a 

bookmark. Because it's used as a 

bookmark, it is always available 

when the student needs a definition 

for an unknown word in the text. 

$49. 95 

www.onionmountaintech.com  

 

http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/
http://www.onionmountaintech.com/

